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o E I C n l o E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Once p a r t  of  a group of f i v e  houses b u i l t  by Norman Stewar t  
between 1844 and 1849, t h e  Stewart-Lee House i s  the  s o l i t a r y  domestic s u r -  
v ivo r  of one of  Richmond's f i n e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  blocks.  Although the  house 
was b u i l t  t o  harmonize wi th  o t h e r  dwel l ings  on "Stewart 's  row", i t  was con- 
s t r u c t e d  a s  a f r ee - s t and ing  s t r u c t u r e  f lanked on t h e  e a s t  by a t h r e e - s t o r y  
duplex and on the  west  by a row of two-and-a-half s t o r y  gable  roofed houses.  
The Stewart-Lee House ranks among the  b e s t  preserved remaining examples of i 

t h r e e - s t o r y  Greek Revival town house which was popular  i n  Richmond i n  the  
mid 1840 I S .  These t a l l ,  "shoe-box-shaped" bu i ld ings  were gene ra l ly  con- 
s t r u c t e d  wi th  a s i d e  h a l l  p lan ,  a f u l l  basement and upon r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  
ground a r e a .  

The Stewart-Lee House i s  a t h r e e - s t o r y  town house of pressed 
b r i c k  l a i d  i n  s t r e t c h e r  bond. The b u i l d i n g ' s  v e r t i c a l  s t r e n g t h  i s  
heightened by the  s u b t l e  diminution of  t h e  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  narrow facade 
and t h e  sha rp  o u t l i n e  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  r e s t r a i n t  of d e t a i l .  The low 
hipped roof is p ierced  by four  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and is s k i r t e d  by a 
simplemolded c o r n i c e  w i t h  a p l a i n  f r i e z e .  Photographs taken i n  t h e  1860's  
show an open h a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  s o l i d  ~ a n e l s  crowning the  roof l i n e .  

Fro!? the  f r o n t  t h e  house i s  t h r e e  bays wide wi th  s i x - o v e r - s i x  
double hung sash  windows surrounded by molded wooden a r c h i t r a v e s .  Each 
window is framed by a s tone  l i n t e l ,  a s tone  s l i p  s i l l  and two-panel wooder 
s h u t t e r s .  A Doric p o r t i c o  occupies  the  l e f t  bay on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The 
f l u t e d  Doric columns and unf lu t ed  p i l a s t e r s  l inked  by c a s t  i r o n  g r i l l e s ,  
support  a broad band e n t a b l a t u r e .  Gran i t e  s t a i r s  f lanked by s tepped p o d i i  
w i th  panel led  f r o n t s ,  l ead  t o  t h e  g r a n i t e  threshold  of  t h e  four-panel led  
i r o n t  door.  The door which r e t a i n s  i t s  b r a s s  knob and b e l l - p u l l  i s  s u r -  
mounted by a o n e - l i g h t  transom and bounded by f o u r - l i g h t  s i d e - l i g h t s .  The 
c e i l i n g  of the  p o r t i c o  is panel led .  The p o r t i c o  i s  c a n t i l e v e r e d  over  a n  
a r e a  i n t o  which t h e  ful l -basement  i s  recessed .  Gran i t e  s t e p s  t o  the  r i g h t  
of the  p o r t i c o  lead down t o  t h e  c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  basement door which i s  

topped wi th  a o n e - l i g h t  transom. A s tone  wa te r - t ab le  appear ing  only on 
the  facade,  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  f i r s t  f lo i l r  from t h e  basement. Also v i s i b l e  fror 
the  f r o n t  is  a one-bay, two-story wing which i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  the  r e a r  of t h e  
western s i d e .  The wing was taken down i n  1913 and r econs t ruc ted  on a 
foundat ion of  conc re t e  and wi th  a co rn ice  of  galvanized i r o n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
wooden one. 

The r i g h t  s i d e  f ac ing  west  is b l i n d .  I n  1967 when a h i g h - r i s e  
b u i l d i n g  was be ing  b u i l t  n e x t  door ,  underpinnings were placed beneath t h e  
west w a l l s  and s t e e l  beams weredriven i n t o  t h e  ground near  t h e  f r o n t  of the  
Stewart-Lee House. 

To the  e a s t  o r  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  house t h e  length  is two 
bays. A b r i c k  herr ingbone w a l l  fol lows t h i s  s i d e  and granifte s t e p s  descenc 
t o  t h e  back garden. 

The shal low f r o n t  yard i s  enclosed by a c a s t  i r o n  fence decorate1 
wi th  a Greek f r e t  i n  t h e  lower border  and a diamond and s t a r  p a t t e r n  i n  the  
upper border .  The fence is supported by f l u t e d  pos t s  topped wi th  pineapple 
and i s  i d e n t i c a l  except  f o r  the  g a t e  wi th  t h e  fence  of t h e  Bar re t  House whic 
was b u i l t  i n  t h e  same year .  An i r o n  boot -scraper  wi th  open v o l u t e  ends is  
mounted on a s t o n e  block t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i c o .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a 
s tone  plaque s e t  i n t o  t h e  b r i c k  facade between t h e  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  
reads :  "The r e s idence  of t h e  fami ly  o f  General Robert E. Lee 1864-1865 and 
t o  which he  r e t i r e d  after8ppmaUnx- ,I 



. SIGNIFICANCE t 
P E R l O D  (Check One or More a. Appropri~le) 

Pre-Columblanl  O 161h Century 18th Century 20th Century 

1 5 t h  Century 17th Century a 19th  Century 

SPEC,  F IC  DATEIS I  (11 ~ p p ~ i c a b ~ e  a n d ~ n o w n )  1844 
A R E A S  OF S ~ C N ! F ! C A N C E  (CheckOne or Mare a a  APProPrlale) 

Abor ig inal  a Education P o l i t i c a l  Urban Planning 

Prehistoric Enginswing Rsligion/Phi.  gl Other  (spec1rv) 

Histor ic  Industry losophy His to ry  
0 Agriculture Invanl ion Science 

Architactvra Lendscope Sculpture 

Art Architecture Sociol/Humon- 

Commerce Litoretu,o i tar ian 

Communications ~ili~.,,~ Theoter 

Conservotion Music  Transportation 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  SLGNIF ICANCE 

Although i t  is  a  f i n e  example of domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e  
Stewart-Lee House has been preserved over  t h e  yea r s  mainly f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c  
connect ion wi th  General Robert E. Lee. Lot #491 a s  i t  appears  on t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p lan  of  Richmond was once a  p a r t  of  an e n t i r e  square  bounded by 7 t h  
8 t h ,  F rank l in  and Main S t r e e t s ,  and owned by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Council  of 

S t a t e ,  Archibald B l a i r .  I n  1842 a f t e r  the  l and ' s  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  l o t s ,  
Beverly B l a i r ,  h e i r  of Archibald B l a i r ,  s o l d  Lot #491 t o  James Bosher who 
s o l d  i t  t o  Norman Stewart  i n  1E43. S tewar t ,  a  tobacco merchant o r i g i n a l l y  
from Rothesay, Scot land b u i l t  h i s  res idence  on t h i s  l o t  i n  1844. Upon 
S t e w a r t ' s  dea th  i n  1856, t h e  house was l e f t  t o  h i s  nephew John Stewar t  who 
rented  i t  du r ing  t h e  war t o  General C u s t i s  Lee and a group of young Confed- 
e r a t e  o f f i c e r s .  I n  1864 the  "bachelor 'swm s , a s  i t  wa c a l l e d ,  was J i s -  
persed by t h e  a r r i v a l  of  Robert E.  Lee ' s  and who occupiea the  
house a f t e r  t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  of " ~ r l i n ~ t o n " ?  

On A p r i l  15, 1865 General Robert E .  Lee r e t i r e d  t o  707 Eas t  Frank 
l i n  S t r e e t  fo l lowing the  su r rende r  a t  Appomattox. I t  w a s  he re  a l s o  t h a t  
m t t h e w  Brady took h i s  well-known photographs of  t h e  gene ra l .  F i n a l l y  a s  
t h e  r e s u l t  of  c o n s t a n t  c a l l e r s ,  t h e  family l e f t  f o r  t h e  count ry  towards the  
end of June. 

I An 1871 " V i s i t o r ' s  Guide t o  Richmond and Vic in i ty"  c i t e s  a  Mrs. 
George Davis a s  t h e  occupant of  707 Eas t  Frankl in  S t r e e t .  Between 1871 and 
1876 the  house was ren ted  t o  Judge Anthony M. Ke i ly ,  the  mayor of Richmond. 
I n  1879 t h e  Westmoreland Club used t h e  Stewart-Lee House. During the  1880's  
the  house was r en ted  by M r .  William 0. Engl i sh  and M r .  Robert N .  Gordon. 
M r .  Engl i sh  married M i s s  J e s s i e  Gordon, whose renowned g i r l s  school  was 
moved h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  time. 

I n  1893 t h e  h e i r s  of  Mary A. Stewart  gave t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  " fo r  the  use and occupat ion of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  a s  a  l i b r a r y  and assembly rooms." The Soc ie ty  occupied 
t h e  premises u n t i l  1959 and dur ing  t h a t  period added t h e  two-story f i r e p r o o f  
a d d i t i o n  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  l i b r a r y  and manuscript depos i to ry .  When t h e  Socie ty  
moved i t s  headquar ters  t o  B a t t l e  Abbey i n  1959, t h e  t i t l e  r eve r t ed  t o  t h e  
S tewar t  h e i r s  who conveyed the  Stewart-Lee House t o  t h e  Confederate  Memorial 
L i t e r a r y  Soc ie ty  i n  1961. 

I 
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7 .  - The r e a r  of the  Stewart-Lee House is t h r e e  bays and i s  s h e l t e r e d  

by a  t r i p l e  t i e r e d  Tuscan porch supported by b r i c k  p i e r s  a t  the  basement leve 
Only t h e  windows on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  a r e  surmounted by s tone  l i n t e l s  whereas 
s h u t t e r s  appear  on a l l  f l o o r s  b u t  t h e  t h i r d .  I n  t h e  r i g h t  bay of t h e  f i r s t  
and basement f l o o r s  are s ix -pane l  doors  wi th  t h r e e - l i g h t  s i d e  l i g h t s  and 
on the second and the  f i r s t  f l o o r s  t h e r e  a r e  doors  i n t o  the  western wing. 

The f i r e p r o o f  annex b u i l t  i n  1933 by the  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c a l  
Soc ie ty  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  the  west wing by a  rounded corner .  This annex 
intended f o r  books and manuscripts  was cons t ruc ted  on t h e  former s i t e  of t h e  
k i t chen ,  s t a b l e  and s e r v a n t s  q u a r t e r s .  The annex i s  made of  s i x  t o  one 
Common bond b r i c k  and i s  two s t o r i e s  high.  The seven bays a r e  f i l l e d  wi th  
long windows wi th  s t o n e  s i l ls  and p r o t e c t i v e  i r o n  bars .  On t h e  w a l l  of  t h e  
wing i s  a t a b l e t  t o  T r a v e l l e r ,  General Lee ' s  famous ho r se ,  ded ica t ed  by t h e  
Deep Run Hunt Club. 

The s i d e  h a l l  p l an  of the  i n t e r i o r  inc ludes  a  h a l l  on the  l e f t  
wi th  a  f l i g h t  of s t a i r s  t o  t h e  r e a r  and on t h e  r i g h t  t h e r e  a r e  two rooms 
joined by a  broad double door.  On a l l  l e v e l s  but  t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  
sn~all room over  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  h a l l .  Deeply c u t  moldings which appear  t o  
hang from t h e  c e i l i n g  a r e  executed only on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  bu t  t h e  molded 
bascboards e x i s t  on a l l  l e v e l s .  

There is a s i m i l a r i t y  i n  the  t reatment  of t h e  windows and the  door 
on each f l o o r .  On the  f i r s t  f l o o r  t h e  windows f o r  i n s t ance  a r e  recessed  i n t  
an a r c h i t r a v e  composed of  a n  overhanging molded co rn ice  wi th  double f r i e z e  
supported by panel led  p i l a s t e r s .  The molded baseboard p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y  t o  
form a base f o r  the  p i l a s t e r .  A r o l l  molding immediately frames t h e  opening 
The second f l o o r  a r c h i t r a v e s  have f l a t t e r  molding and r o s e t t e  f i l l e d  co rne r  
b locks .  

The f l o o r s  and t h e  s t a i r s  a r e  made o f  a  p l a i n  plank p ine .  The 
f r o n t  s t a i rway  has a  mahogany newel pos t  w i th  bulbous tu rn ings .  The round 
r a i l  i s  supported by round, tapered b a l u s t e r s .  The open s t r i n g e r  i s  c u t  
with S-curves and t h e r e  i s  p a n e l l i n g  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  below. 

The house was hea ted  by f i r e p l a c e s  decorated w i t h  b l ack  marble. 
Their  des ign  i s  simple having e i t h e r  a  peaked segmental a r c h  o r  a  t r ebea ted  
opening. Many a r e  f i l l e d  wi th  c a s t  i r o n  u n i t s .  Brass door knobs a r e  used 
on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and Bennington knobs on t h e  o t h e r  l e v e l s .  

I n  1897 a M r .  N. E. Ancarrow was employed by t h e  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  
Soc ie ty  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f l o o r s  t o  suppor t  t h e  weight  of  t h e  new l i b r a r y .  
As r e c e n t l y  a s  1967 work was done t o  r e p a i r  t h e  porches and r e p l a c e  a  c e i l i n g  
decking, n a i l s  and miscel laneous t r i m .  

6. H i s t o r i c  American ~ u i l d i n ~  Survey Inventory 1 - 1957 Federal  
Library  of  Congress 
Washington, D. C .  Code: 11 
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V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission October,  1971 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER:  

Room 1116 Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Of f i ce  Building 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

- 
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CODE C I T Y  O R  TOWN 

; I hereby certify that this  property is included in the 

National Register. 

in the Notional Register and cerlify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedres s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National IJ State a Local 
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